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Lights, Camera, Capital
Bringing private angel investment to Scotland’s screen sector 

Open Call for Producers to take part in an Angel Investment familiarisation programme
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[bookmark: _Toc237857638][bookmark: _Toc1721947555]Access and Support
Creative Scotland is committed to offering clear and accessible application processes that are open to everyone. We have several ways of supporting you in making an application.  
[bookmark: _Toc237857639][bookmark: _Toc1811393346]Alternative Formats and Languages  
Our published materials, including funding guidance and application forms, can be made available in other formats as required.  
We can accept applications and supporting materials which are written in English, Gaelic or Scots.   
To request materials in other formats or languages contact our Enquiries Service by emailing: enquiries@creativescotland.com   
If you are a d/Deaf BSL user, you can access our services with the Contact Scotland-BSL programme. Visit www.contactscotland-bsl.org for more information. 
[bookmark: _Toc237857640][bookmark: _Toc250891892]Access Support  
We can help cover the cost of services that support you in applying for our funding. Access support is available to individuals or the lead applicant of a group who are defined as disabled under the Equality Act 2010, such as:  
· d/Deaf  
· Hard of hearing  
· Disabled or living with chronic or mental illness  
· Neurodivergence (e.g. dyslexia, autism or ADHD).  
To find out what support is available, and how to request it please visit the Access Support section of our website.   
If you have any questions, email us at: AccessSupportRequests@creativescotland.com 
[bookmark: _Toc237857641][bookmark: _Toc2126790973]Contacting our Enquiries Service  
If you require technical support, further information or have any other queries, contact our Enquiries Service by emailing: enquiries@creativescotland.com
[bookmark: _Contacting_our_Literature]


[bookmark: _Toc1308599671]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc237857643]Screen Scotland and a consortium of Scottish business angels are working to bring together Scotland’s film and TV producing community with angel investors.   
The objective is for producers across scripted and unscripted who have an active development slate to better understand the motivations and ways of working of business angels, benefitting from potential investment and business mentorship, and for the business angels to familiarise themselves with the screen sector, its investment opportunities and talent pool.
[bookmark: _Toc1988841919]What is angel investment? 
Angel investment was born in the creative sector. The word “angel” was coined by Broadway insiders in the early 1900s for the wealthy backers who funded risky theatrical productions - partly for the return, partly for the pleasure of being close to the work.  
A century on, this programme aims to bring angel investment back to its roots: private backers investing in Scotland’s screen talent to create high-quality original projects.  
[bookmark: _Toc1070856087]What an angel investor does  
An angel is a private individual who puts early-stage capital into a company in exchange for equity, usually alongside others in a syndicate. The financial investment is only part of what they contribute. Angels bring expertise, mentoring and networks; they offer patient capital through the long development period other finance avoids; and they benefit from significant tax reliefs (SEIS/EIS) that cushion the risk.  
They take a portfolio approach, knowing perhaps one in ten investments will be the success that carries the rest. Angel thinks in terms of a range of opportunities, not a single bet.
Contrary to a common myth, angels are emphatically not only for technology companies: Scottish syndicates already back food and drink, health and beauty and more - but little so far in film and TV. The motivation is as much about getting involved in something interesting, meeting new people and giving back as financial return.  
[bookmark: _Toc1599840292]About Lights, Camera, Capital
This pilot programme is funded by Screen Scotland and the Scottish Government's Ecosystem Fund and is delivered in partnership with Scotland's business angels.     


[bookmark: _Toc1448221601]What is on offer?
[bookmark: _Toc1201248403]Structured Learning Programme
The first phase of the initiative will deliver a structured interactive in-person and online learning programme through a series of workshops that will take place from the end of September to the beginning of January.
The programme will be delivered on parallel tracks for participant producers and angel investors. The aim of the programme is to provide producers with a comprehensive understanding of the benefits and risks attached to angel investment, while angel investors will gain an insight into the business and financing structures specific to the screen sector.
All online information sessions will be open to the wider community beyond those formally selected for participation in the pilot programme as an opportunity to learn about how angel investment works. 
[bookmark: _Toc1397165897]Matchmaking and Mentorship  
Each participating producer will be paired with a business angel. They will provide mentorship and support throughout the programme, to develop and refine an investable proposal for the final pitch phase of the pilot, which will include developing the terms and conditions for the resultant investment.
These will take the form of one-to-one consultancy sessions between each pair where mentors will be able to offer a range of bespoke business development support to participants.
There will be regular drop-in sessions throughout the programme that teams can attend to access further advise as the shape of proposed investments is formulated.  
[bookmark: _Toc1315875510]Pitching and Co-Investment
The programme will include a pitching element, where each pair pitches their project and investment proposition to a panel of angel investors. Angels will make on-the-day decisions about committing investment in each of the projects, and at what level of investment, up to a maximum of £50,000 in total per project.
[bookmark: _Toc1433246400]Wider familiarisation programme 
An online programme to learn about angel investment will be rolled out across the coming weeks - sign up to hear more. 
Lights, Camera, Capital will also be curating a group of business angels interested in investing in a range of Scottish screen opportunities, outwith those producers selected for the pilot programme.


[bookmark: _Toc2086842054]Application Timeline
· Applications open: Thursday 20 August 2026
· Deadline for submissions: 5pm, Monday 7 September 2026  
· Decisions communicated: Wednesday 16 September 2026

[bookmark: _Toc366825921]Pilot outline dates*
The pilot will run from September 2026 – January 2027 
· Producer Orientation Workshop (Edinburgh): Thursday 24 September 2026 
· Producer Orientation (Glasgow): Tuesday 26 September 2026 
· Online Session for Producers: Wednesday 14 October 2026 
· Informal Presentations and Matchmaking: Thursday 22 October 2026 
· Additional Online Training for Producers: Thursday 26 November 2026 
· Final Pitching Event: Thursday 28 January 2027 
*All dates are provisional and subject to change
[bookmark: _Toc302195654]Eligibility
Participants in the programme should be able to demonstrate that they have the desire, track record and adaptability to be able to develop new approaches to formulating the terms and conditions of co-investment deals.  
The programme is specifically targeting producers that can think outside of the traditional dealmaking structures and take an innovative approach to financing screen projects. 
All producers should have an active development slate and have the ability to attract key writing and directing talent and cast.
To apply, you must meet the following criteria: 
· Be a producer who has lead produced (film) or executive produced (TV) scripted content within the last 5 years
· Be based in Scotland 
· Have a production company registered in Scotland 
We will prioritise applicants that can demonstrate the following: 
· Have an active slate of projects in development 
· Able to participate in all aspects of this programme fully for the duration. 
· Able to demonstrate a track record in raising finance and formulating the terms and conditions of co-investment deals.


[bookmark: _Toc237857651][bookmark: _Toc280002534]How to apply
To apply, please complete our online form by 5pm, Monday 7 September 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc2073886342]What information do we need?   
Applicants will need to provide a company biography including credits and a personal statement outlining why they want to take part in the programme.
Applicants will need to demonstrate that they have an active development slate.

[bookmark: _Toc666704549]What happens next and how will my submission be assessed?      
Once we receive your submission, we will check for basic completeness and eligibility. Your submission will be assessed on your company’s profile, track record and the viability of the project outlined. 
If you are successful, we will confirm your participation in the programme by Wednesday 16 September.  




















[bookmark: _Toc237857655][bookmark: _Toc2100658865]Appendix 1: Legal and Compliance Requirements

Terms and Conditions
For the full Terms and Conditions of Creative Scotland funding, please visit our website.    

Subsidy Control
Screen Scotland, as part of Creative Scotland, must comply with Subsidy Control legislation. Learn more on the Subsidy Control webpage. 

Data Protection
Creative Scotland requires some personal information about you/your organisation to consider your application for funding. Without this information we will be unable to process your application.   

If you would like to see a breakdown of the personal information we require, why it is required, what we do with that information and how long we have, please refer to our Privacy Notice on our website.   

Creative Scotland may share your personal information with third parties to comply with the law and/or for our legitimate interests and/or the third parties concerned.   

Where the personal information you have provided to Creative Scotland belongs to other individual(s), please refer to our Privacy Notice. Please ensure you share this Privacy Statement and Creative Scotland’s Privacy Notice with the respective individual(s).   

You have some rights in relation to the personal information that Creative Scotland holds about you under data protection law. Information on how to exercise these rights is contained in our Privacy Notice or you can contact our Data Protection Officer.   

If you have any concerns with how we have processed your personal information, you should contact our Data Protection Officer in the first instance, as we would welcome the opportunity to work with you to resolve any complaint. If you are still dissatisfied, you can submit a complaint to the Information Commissioners’ Office.   

Complaints
As an organisation, we will always listen to and respond to any concerns that you may have. If you would like to make a complaint about either the service you have received from Creative Scotland or the way we have handled your application, we have a process that you can use.   

Please note that Creative Scotland does not have an appeals process and for this reason, we are unable to accept complaints that relate solely to the decision we have made rather than how we have made it. For more information, please visit the complaints section of our website.   

Freedom of Information (FOI)
Creative Scotland is committed to being as open as possible. We believe that the public has a right to know how we spend public funds and how we make our funding decisions. For more information, visit the Freedom of Information section of our website.   

We are listed as a public authority under the Freedom of Information Act (Scotland) 2002. By law, we may have to provide your application documents and information about our assessment to any member of the public who asks to see them under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. We may not release those parts of the documents which are covered by one or more of the exemptions under the Act.   

Please see the Freedom of Information website at www.itspublicknowledge.info for information about the Act generally and the exemptions. We will not release any information about applications during the assessment period, as this may interfere with the decision-making process.
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